
   

 

The history, culture, and 

Jewish life of Spain 
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Córdoba - Seville - Barcelona - Gerona - Besalú 

 

May 16-26, 2024 
Led by Rabbi Chaim Koritz insky 

Tour Leader: Ariel Goldstein 

April  28, 2023 



DAY ONE: Wednesday May 15 

¶ Depart U.S.A. Overnight flight to Madrid. 

Overnight: Flight 

DAY TWO: Thursday May 16 (D) 

MADRID   

¶ Independent arrival to Madrid International Airport - Barajas. Transfer on your own to 

the hotel. Trip will start 2 :00 PM at the lobby. 

Depart for a grand Neo-Classical city tour of Madrid including the Gran Via, Cibeles 

Square, Puerta de Alcalá, and Retiro Park.   

¶ Continue to Modern Madrid with Columbus Square, the Castellana and the financial 

district. Conclude the morning at Plaza Mayor, which is a pure example of Spanish 

Baroque, and Puerta del Sol, the heart of the city. End the tour at Plaza España, site of the 

monument to Cervantes. 

¶ Welcome dinner at the hotel.  

Overnight: Hotel Emperador, Madrid 

View of Toledo 

DAY THREE : Friday May 17 (B, D) 

TOLEDO   

¶ Breakfast at the hotel.  



¶ Drive to Toledo, ñSpain's Jerusalem,ò and visit the market, the Jewish quarter, the 

Samuel Halevi Abulafia Synagogue, which was turned into the La Sinagoga del Tránsito 

Church, the Sephardic Museum, and the Santa Maria La Blanca Church (St. Mary of the 

White Synagogue Church).  

¶ View the painter Greco's famous masterpiece, The Burial of Count Orga. Lunch at 

leisure. Overview of the city and the Tagus River which circumvents Toledo.  

¶ Return to Madrid.  

¶ Kabbalat Shabbat at Beth El Synagogue and dinner with members of Madrid's Jewish 

community.  

 Overnight: Hotel Emperador, Madrid 

DAY FOUR: Saturday May 18 (B) 

MADRID   

¶ Breakfast at the hotel.  

¶  Free morning to attend Shabbat services or to explore the streets of Madrid on your 

own.     

¶ Visit Reina Sofia Museum, with the famed Guernica work of Picasso, among other great 

masterpieces, views the magnificent fountains of Poseidon and Cibeles.  

¶ Visit the El Prado Museum that contains one of the world's finest collections of Spanish, 

Italian and Flemish paintings, between the 16th and 17th centuries.  

¶ Free evening.     

Cibeles fountain, Madrid 

Overnight: Hotel Emperador, Madrid 



DAY FIVE : Sunday May 19 (B, L) 

SEGOVIA and AVILA   

¶ Breakfast at the hotel. 

¶ Although most famous for its impressive aqueduct, landmark of the city, Segovia 

is another important stop along the Sephardic Way. In the throne Room of the Alcazar, 

Ferdinand and Isabella signed the infamous expulsion order in March 1492. Until the 

expulsion Christians, Muslims and Jews lived together in harmony and often shared 

lodgings. Discover the Corpus Christi church which was once the main synagogue in 

Segovia; the Didactic Center of the Jewish quarter, located in Abraham Señor's house; 

San Andres Gate, in the medieval walls of Segovia, from where magnificent views of the 

Jewish cemetery can be seen; and the Museum of Segovia, placed in a fortification of the 

wall known as House of the Sun. Lunch in Segovia.  

¶ Continue to Avila. Tour the imposing city walls and the former Jewish areas (Juderías). 

¶ The ancient walled city of Avila is where Moisés de León authored the Book of Splendor, 

the last part of the Jewish Kabbalistic mystic trilogy (along with the Bible and Talmud). 

Today, the city houses a Museum of Mysticism and a garden in tribute to Moisés de 

León. 

¶ Return to Madrid. Free evening on your own to explore the streets of Madrid.     

Avila walls 

Overnight: Hotel Emperador, Madrid 

DAY SIX : Monday May 20 (B) 

GRANADA   

¶ Breakfast at the hotel.  



¶ Check out of the hotel and take the train to Granada at 09:25 AM arriving at 12:20 PM. 

¶ Lunch at leisure in Granada.  

¶ Visit La Alhambra at 3:00 PM. The Alhambra's Moorish palaces were built for the last 

Muslim Emirs in Spain and its court, of the Nasrid dynasty and it is a UNESCO World 

heritage site. 

¶ Free time to wander around the Albaycn: Old Moorish Neighborhood, with cozy narrow 

streets and white charming houses full of flavor and local color that has been declared 

cultural heritage by UNESCO. 

Overnight: Senator Spa Hotel, Granada  

La Alhambra, Granada 

DAY SEVEN: Tuesday May 21 (B, L) 

CORDOBA  

¶ Breakfast at the hotel.  

¶ Drive to Cordoba.  

¶ Guided visit to Cordoba, birthplace of Maimonides and one of the world's most renowned 

centers of Islamic and Jewish culture and scholarship, and where at one point, all the 3 

major Western religions lived in relative harmony.  

¶ Visit the Jewish Quarter, the Plaza Tiberias and the Yehuda Halevi Square; continue to 

view the Statue of Maimonides and then visit the small Moorish-styled building known 

as the Maimonides Synagogue, and Cordova's famous Cathedral-Mosque with 1,000 

colored columns.  

¶ Visit to Casa de Sefarad - Casa de la Memoria, dedicated to history of the Sephardic 

Jews living in Cordoba and Spain prior to the Inquisition and expulsion in 1492, and meet 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emir
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nasrid_dynasty


with the people responsible for the creation of this private historical venture in the Jewish 

Quarter.  

¶ Drive to Seville and check into your hotel.  

¶ Free time and dinner on your own in Seville.   

Maimónides monument, Cordoba 

Overnight: Hotel Casas de la Judería, Seville 

DAY EIGHT : Wednesday May 22 (B, L) 

SEVILLE   

¶ Breakfast at the hotel.  

¶ Visit Plaza España, Plaza Mayor, the Garden of Maria Luisa, and the Alcazar Palace. 

¶ Lunch 

¶ Continue to the Santa Cruz neighborhood, formerly Seville's Jewish Quarter, once known 

as Judería, with its winding alleyways and remnants of Jewish life found within the 

contemporary city. Visit to the Great Cathedral ñLa Giralda,ò burial place of Christopher 

Columbus.  

¶ Dinner on your own 

Overnight: Hotel Casas de la Judería, Seville  

 


